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About Cambodia
Population

• 17,121,847 inhabitants (2024).

Official Language

• Khmer

People

• The Khmer represent 85.4% of Cambodians. Just 7.4% are Vietnamese; 3.5% are Cham; 3.2% Chinese; 0.2% are Kui; 0.2% are
Mnong. The Khmer, Vietnamese and Chinese generally live in the Central Plains; Cham, Kui, the Mnong and other ancient people
occupy the mountainous areas.

• The 2019 Cambodia Population Census revealing that 689,532 people aged five and up have a disability, including approximately
37,500 children aged five to fourteen.

• In 2019, the total number of children with disabilities in Cambodia was roughly 45,000 in primary schools and almost 7,000 in
secondary schools (MoEYS, 2021b).

Religion

• Theravada Buddhism is the majority religion. This is the ‘doctrine of the elders’ – one of the oldest existing schools of Buddhism,
based on the Pali Canon - the standard collection of scriptures. In this tradition, there are no supernatural intercessors,
bodhisattvas, and monasticism is the preferred way of living. Hinduism was one of the Khmer Empire’s official religions and Angkor
reflects this – the holy temple of Angkor Wat is the largest Hindu temple in the world. The Cham are Muslim. Small Khmer and
Vietnamese Catholic communities exist here and there are some minorities still practicing animist rituals.

https://www.originaltravel.co.uk/travel-guide/cambodia/culture
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Locations & 
Minorities in 
Cambodia

• Kraol

• Prov

• Krueng

• Mel

• Phnong

• Tumpoun

• Kavet

• Jarai
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the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples without 
Reservation



Ultimate Goal of 
Cambodian Education

• Full citizen

• Knowledge, Skills, Attitudes

• ICT, Literacy, Numeracy, Foreign Languages 

• Communication and Team Work, Applying 
Knowledge and Skills, Critical Thinking Skills 
and Innovation

• Personal, Family and Social Development, 
Entrepreneurship and Leadership, 
Accountability, Physical Health, Mental 
Health

Department of Curriculum Development (2015)



Inclusive 
Educaiton 

Policy in 
Cambodia 

• Cambodia is striving to 
create an education 
system that caters to 
all learners, regardless 
of their background, 
abilities, or 
circumstances. This 
commitment is 
reflected in the Policy 
on Inclusive 
Education, adopted in 
2018. This policy aims 
to dismantle barriers 
and ensure equitable 
access to quality 
education for all 
Cambodian students.





Key Strategies

5.1. Develop legal framework 
and mechanism 

5.2. Develop inter-ministerial 
collaboration for early 

identification

5.3. Develop a robust data 
collection and information 

system

5.4. Provide access to 
inclusive and equitable 

quality education

5.5. Ensure inclusive and 
equitable quality education 

for female students with 
special needs

5.6. Develop a country-based 
Universal Design Standards 

for the construction of all 
school buildings and good 

sanitation

5.7. Build capacity for 
teachers and school 

management 

5.8. Raise awareness on the 
Policy on Inclusive Education

5.9. Strengthen knowledge, 
roles, responsibilities and 

participation of all 
stakeholders



Inclusive 
Educaiton 
Policy in 
Cambodia 

Key Pillars of the Policy:

• Emphasis on Equity and Access: The policy prioritizes 
ensuring that all children, including those with disabilities, 
ethnic minorities, and from disadvantaged backgrounds, 
have equal opportunities to enroll and complete their 
education.

• Curriculum Adjustments: Recognizing diverse learning 
needs, the policy promotes the development of flexible 
and adaptable curricula that cater to different learning 
styles and abilities. This includes offering individualized 
education plans and differentiated instruction to cater to 
diverse learners within the same classroom.

• Teacher Training and Support: The policy underlines 
the importance of equipping teachers with the knowledge 
and skills to effectively teach in inclusive classrooms. This 
involves training in differentiated instruction, disability 
awareness, and positive classroom management, 
among other areas.



Inclusive 
Educaiton 
Policy in 
Cambodia 

Key Pillars of the Policy:

• Community Engagement: Building partnerships with 
families, communities, and civil society organizations is 
crucial for the success of inclusive education. The policy 
encourages collaboration to identify and address barriers 
faced by marginalized groups and ensure their active 
participation in the education system.

• Accessibility and Infrastructure: Creating a physically 
and socially accessible learning environment is essential. 
The policy emphasizes the need for accessible buildings, 
transportation, and learning materials, as well as 
promoting a positive school culture that embraces 
diversity and inclusion.



Inclusive 
Educaiton 
Policy in 
Cambodia 

Challenges and Opportunities:

• While the Policy on Inclusive Education presents a 
positive framework, translating its principles into practice 
remains a challenge. Limited resources, inadequate 
infrastructure, and persisting societal stigma towards 
disability and diversity are some of the hurdles to 
overcome.

• Despite the challenges, Cambodia has witnessed 
encouraging progress. Increased enrollment rates for 
children with disabilities, expanded teacher training 
programs, and pilot projects implementing inclusive 
practices are promising indicators. Continued 
commitment from the government, collaboration with 
stakeholders, and sustained funding will be crucial for 
achieving the policy’s vision.



Cambodia launches five-year 
plan to promote inclusive 
education
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Inclusive Education in Cambodia

• Schools in Cambodia are working to 
welcome students with disabilities. 
It's a tough job, but it's important for 
giving all students a fair chance.

• https://www.unicef.org/cambodia/sto
ries/inclusive-education-cambodia-
successes-and-challenges

https://www.unicef.org/cambodia/stories/inclusive-education-cambodia-successes-and-challenges
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Education for 
Ethnic Minorities

• A project by Care International 
(NGO)

Objective

• The Ethnic Minority Education 
Project aimed to increase student 
enrolment and retention rates in 
primary and lower secondary 
schools by improving the quality of 
education, school conditions and 
inclusive child- friendly learning 
environments, particularly for 
ethnic minority girls.



Education for Ethnic Minorities
Key activities (Care International Project)

• Construction of a boarding house and kitchens, equip solar 
panels as sources of energy

• Construction and renovation of toilets, well incinerator and 
hand-washing facilities

• Training of teachers on STEM, ICT in Education, sexual 
harassment, sexual reproductive health, gender-based 
violence, WASH and life skills

• Distribute science and technology equipment to schools

• Girls, Boys and Youth clubs training

• Develop 21st century skills and sexual reproductive health 
school curriculum

• Conduct training for girls and boys youth clubs, as well as new 
methodologies for teachers on career counselling, sports 
enhancement, the role of child and youth counsellors, 
information communication technology and sexual 
reproductive health.

• Provide sport training and materials to schools.



Education for Ethnic Minorities

“Digital Educational Resources in Indigenous 
Languages for Primary School Students” Project 
(by NGO Open Development Cambodia (ODC))
• Impact over 10,000 ethnic minority students 

across six provinces.
• Resulted in the creation of 90 digital forums 

and educational videos in five distinct 
minority languages, namely Bunong, Kavet, 
Kreung, Tampuan and Kuy.

• Since its inception, the project extended a 
helping hand to 12,500 students and 84 
teachers. It also garnered substantial 
attention, with 45,000 views on digital forums 
hosted on YouTube and the ODC Facebook 
page and website.

• “This project seeks to address the language 
obstacles faced by primary education students 
belonging to Cambodia’s minority ethnic 
groups,” the ODC stated.



Thank you. 
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