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On Cambodia

• 5000 BCE – 800 CE: Stone Age Cambodians
• 500 BCE--500 CE: Funan, Indianization 

• Indianization was not an imposition of control, or 
colonization

• Rather, it is the blending and adaptation of 
cultural elements from outside Cambodia helped 
to form the ongoing cultural history of the country

• 4-5th Century: Chenla 
• Sambor Prey Kuk in Kompong Thom

• c. 800 – c.1450: Angkor 
• Imperial Power, Urbanism and Ordinary People

• c. 1450 – 1863: The Middle Period – Transformation, 
Isolation and Outside Pressures
• The abandoning of Hinduism for Buddhism –

fragmentation of the country
• The rise of a powerful neighbor to the east



On Cambodia • 1863 – 1953: Colonial Era – Cambodia 
Enters the Wider World
• Intended failure to educate: Until 

World War II, Cambodia had only one 
high school, no university in Cambodia 
until World War II, teach to select only 
the bright and spoil them to serve the 
colony against their own people and 
country 

• 1953 – 1970: Golden Age of 
Independence and Khmerization 

• 1970 – 1975: American Puppet





KHMER REPUBLIC: STUDENTS 
DENOUNCE U.S. AID (1975)

• https://www.britishpathe.com/asset/200951/

https://www.britishpathe.com/asset/200951/




On Cambodia

• 1975 – 1979: Dark Age 
• The first step was to eliminate all traces of Cambodia’s 

“imperialist” past

• To eliminate remnants of “the oppressor classes,” the 
Khmer Rouge persecuted people they defined as “new 
people. 

• The ability to speak French, for example, revealed 
one’s association with Cambodia’s colonial past and 
made one’s commitment to the revolution suspect. 

• The Khmer Rouge leadership intended “to smash” this 
segment of the population, whose allegedly corrupt 
past precluded their ever attaining a pure 
revolutionary consciousness. 

• In their place, the Party would cultivate a new 
generation using “songs and poems that reflect good 
models in the period of political/armed struggle…” 
whose education was not tainted by the “oppressor 
classes”.









On Cambodia

• 1979 – 1991: Grey Age 
• US embargo on Cambodia
• The embargo significantly hampered 

Cambodia's ability to rebuild after 
years of war and genocide. It 
prevented the country from receiving 
much-needed economic aid and 
investment, further exacerbating its 
poverty and instability



On Cambodia

1991–1998

Working on Internal Peace

1998-Present

Development
• All Khmer rouge leaders and soldiers surrendered and integrated 



On Education System after the Khmer Rouge

• After the Khmer Rouge were ousted, 
the education system had to be rebuilt 
from nearly nothing.

• From 1975-1978, the Khmer Rouge 
conducted a genocidal campaign, 
killing between approximately 1.2 to 
2.8 million Cambodians — one-
quarter of the country’s population. 

• During this senseless violence, more 
than 90 percent of the country’s 
financial and educated elite were 
targeted and killed.



On Education System after the Khmer Rouge

1986: 4+3+3

1979

5+3+3

1986–1996

6+3+3

1996—Present



On Teacher Training after the Khmer Rouge
• Strict control on what and how teachers can teach

High School Teachers Lower Secondary School Teachers Primary School Teachers Kindergarten Teachers

National Institute of Education RTTCs PTTCs Central Kindergarten TC



On diversity in Cambodia 

Ethnic Khmer make up 90-94 per cent of the entire 
population, with the remainder comprised of four 

distinct groups: Cham, indigenous highland 
communities, ethnic Chinese and ethnic Vietnamese, 
plus other smaller minority groups such as the Khmer 

Krom and the Kuy people. However, the government 
formally recognizes only Cham and Khmer Loeu – a 

term that is increasingly used to confliate indigenous 
peoples with Khmer nationalism. The government 

does not recognize the international designation of 
‘indigenous peoples’ but refers to such groups as 

ethnic minorities.

With regard to Cambodia’s indigenous peoples, there 
are between 18 and 24 different indigenous 

communities, comprising an estimated 400,000 
people or 2 – 3 per cent of the country’s total 

population.



On diversity in Cambodia 

• Ethnic Diversity
• Vietnamese 3-7.4%
• Cham 1-2%
• Chinese 3-3.2%
• Indigenous Highland Communities (Khmer 

Loeu) -- numbering between 18 and 24 distinct 
communities and making up around 2-3%

• Other Minorities: Smaller groups like the Kui, 
Mnong, and various Tai-speaking peoples (Lao, 
Thai) also contribute to the ethnic mosaic

• Religious Diversity 



On diversity in 
Cambodia 

• Religious Diversity 
• Theravada Buddhism 97%
• Islam 2%
• Christianity 0.2-0.4%
• Animism and Indigenous 

Beliefs
• Historical Hindu Influence 
• Other Religions 



On diversity in 
Cambodia 
• Policy on Inclusive 

Education, adopted in 2018

• 5 Pillars
• Emphasis on Equity 

and Access
• Curriculum 

Adjustments
• Teacher Training and 

Support
• Community 

Engagement
• Accessibility and 

Infrastructure



Challenges and Opportunities

While the Policy on Inclusive Education 
presents a positive framework, translating 

its principles into practice remains a 
challenge. Limited resources, inadequate 

infrastructure, and persisting societal 
stigma towards disability and diversity are 

some of the hurdles to overcome.

Despite the challenges, Cambodia has 
witnessed encouraging progress. Increased 

enrollment rates for children with 
disabilities, expanded teacher training 

programs, and pilot projects implementing 
inclusive practices are promising 

indicators. Continued commitment from 
the government, collaboration with 

stakeholders, and sustained funding will be 
crucial for achieving the policy’s vision.



How Cambodian Teachers Deal with 
Cultural Diversity 
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A Case Study in a High School on 
Diversity 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=486GopEx8XA 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=486GopEx8XA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=486GopEx8XA


Any questions?
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